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THE WVU
LAW
ADVOCATE
WELCOME TO
THE WVU LAW ADVOCATE
Welcome to the Student Bar Association’s first newsletter, now known as
The WVU Law Advocate. The Newsletter will feature pertinent topics that we
hope are resourceful and ensure your success at WVU College of Law. As
fellow classmates, we encourage you to read this monthly newsletter for a
number of reasons. First, to stay up-to-date on events taking place at WVU
College of Law. Second, to be aware of the resources available to you. Third,
to find some practical information and get involved. Should you have any
questions, please contact us at thewvuadvocate@gmail.com. We look
forward to growing with you and wish you the best of luck in the 2018-2019
academic year!
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SBA Welcomes Back Students!
Welcome to the 2018-2019 academic year at WVU College of Law!
We are extremely excited for this year and hope that you take advantage of every opportunity
available to you—and make new ones for yourself and your peers—throughout the remainder of
your time here.
As you begin this semester, you must remember and hold onto the reason why you came to law
school. You will experience many challenges that will daily test your ability to move forward in
your legal education. However, you must not give up. Stay true to yourself and your reason for
coming to WVU Law, and you will be successful.
The Student Bar Association (SBA) will do whatever possible to help you achieve this success.
SBA serves as the student government for WVU Law, advocating for students' issues before the
administration, faculty, and staff and representing the law school throughout campus, the West
Virginia State Bar Association and local bar associations, and the American Bar Association.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or ideas or you need assistance with
something, please feel free to contact me at scscott@mix.wvu.edu or approach me in the
hallway. I look forward to serving you as Student Body President and to helping you maximize
your experience at WVU Law.
Let's go Mountaineers!
Sincerely,
Stephen Scott
President
Student Bar Association

1L ADVICE FROM YOUR PROFESSORS
Professor Podvia
Hello 1Ls! Welcome to WVU Law! I have already had the pleasure of meeting many of you folks, and I look
forward to working with all of you during the upcoming three years.
Here are some random thoughts that might be of help to you during your time here.
Get to know your classmates. Some of them will become lifelong friends. In fact, your future spouse may well be
sitting next to you in one of your classes. Yes, it happens.
Take time to talk with your professors. Do not be afraid to ask them questions. They are human beings, and they
actually want you to succeed here. No, I am not making that up.
Do not miss the PIA Auction in the spring. Don’t spend all your time reading for class. Get outside. Grab a friend
(do not go alone) and go biking on the Mon River Rail Trail or take a hike at Coopers Rock. Sometimes taking a
break to clear your mind will work wonders, and the exercise can only help you.
Get to one of the local farmer’s markets for groceries. Fresh vegetables are far better for your body than the
processed foods that they sell in the grocery stores, and it is imperative that you keep your energy level up.
Catch a Black Bears game. Their season will be ending soon, but they will be back again in June.
Morgantown has far too many chain restaurants. However, there are some good independent restaurants in the
area. Get to Ruby & Ketchy's out by Cheat Lake for breakfast sometime. Tropics, also at Cheat Lake, is a great spot
for lunch or dinner. If you are in Fairmont, make sure to get to Muriale’s and the Poky Dot. Here in Morgantown, try
the Iron Horse Tavern, Dirty Bird, Black Bear, Mountain State Brewing, Morgantown Brewing, Terra Café, Pies &
Pints, and Mario’’s FIsh Bowl. Yes, I know that I have missed listing some good places.
Take a Saturday or Sunday from time to time and get out of Morgantown. The incredibly interesting and
reputedly haunted Trans-Alleghany Lunatic Asylum in Weston and the equally haunted West Virginia State
Penitentiary at Moundsville are both an easy drive. Frank Lloyd Wright’s magnificent Fallingwater and General
Washington’s Fort Necessity—not his smartest military move—are
just north of the Mason-Dixon Line. All are worth a visit.
Some Saturday take a drive up to Pittsburgh. Ride one of the inclines, take in a symphony concert, see a
ballgame, visit the Warhol Museum, or just wander the strip district. Do not plan on making out-of-town trips on a
regular basis, but—as stated earlier—leaving town occasionally can be a very good thing.
Some of you will go out to party. Please, do not party to excess. A liver is a terrible thing to waste, and as law
students you really need to preserve as many brain cells as possible.
Go to SBA’s trivia night. You will love it.
Finally, take advantage of our law library. We have multiple study rooms that can be reserved, various study aids,
lots of soft seating, and a great view from the second floor. The librarians are happy to help you with your
research. Remember that there are no dumb questions in our library.
Again, welcome!
Prof. Podvia

Professor DiSalvo
I’ve been asked to write a short piece on advice for incoming law students.
There are books of advice for incoming law students!
I’ll focus on one thing – the most important thing.
Remain true to yourself.
You’ve come to law school with the intention of using your law degree to help others. Perhaps you want to be a
public defender or legal aid lawyer so people who would otherwise go unrepresented get a fair shake. Perhaps you
want to represent businesses like the Coalfields Development Corporation or Solar Holler that are creating jobs for
West Virginians. Perhaps you want to help protect your community from environmental degradation. Perhaps you
want to go into government work to make the state of West Virginia responsive to its citizens’ needs.
Whether your goal is particular or still forming itself, keep it before you – always. If you can hang on to it and allow it
to be your guide through these next three years, you will graduate an integrated and happy person. To do that,
however, you’ve got to face up to and master the three temptations of a life in the law that will try to lure you away
from yourself: power, prestige, and money.
A law license is a license to exercise power. Your actions can enrich and impoverish, imprison and free your fellow
citizens. The exercise of power, however, cannot be an end in itself. It should serve a higher goal. A law license
bestows prestige on its holder. The day you are sworn into the bar your opinions – in the eyes of your family, friends,
and clients – count for more than they did the day before. Choosing a life in the law solely for the prestige is a
decision that disconnects you from your higher goals; you’ll quickly grow dissatisfied. And a law license brings
money. In some cases, lots of money. When lawyers who work primarily for money reach the end of their careers,
they look back and say, “Ugh....I missed the point.”
Each of these temptations can take you down a road not of your choosing. You might find yourself associating with
people who have no appreciation for your view of the important things in life. You might find yourself in a job that
doesn’t match your values. You might find that you are spending your time in ways that don’t fulfill you.
How to avoid all this?
It begins in law school:
Look for summer work that lines up with your values.
Join clubs that allow you to deepen your interests.
While you should always be open-minded enough to learn from the diversity of opinion around you, make your
close friends students who share your outlook on life. The reinforcement will help you remain true to your values.
A brilliant West Virginia trial attorney whom I know says, “You are who you have lunch with.”
So, metaphorically speaking, have lunch with your values!
Professor DiSalvo
Professor DiSalvo is the Woodrow A. Potesta Professor of Law and the author of M.K. Gandhi, Attorney at Law: The
Man Before the Mahatma

SUMMER EXPERIENCE
Amanda Greene

I am Amanda Greene, and I am a 2L at the West Virginia University College of Law.
This summer I worked as a law clerk at Linkous Law, PLLC, in Morgantown, West Virginia, which is
an insurance defense firm that specializes in defending medical malpractice claims. I obtained this
position by cold-calling litigation firms in the Morgantown area. The owner of Linkous Law, PLLC,
Tim Linkous, Esq., was not looking to hire a law clerk but decided to provide me
with the opportunity to work at his firm.
My tasks throughout the summer included summarizing deposition transcripts, client interviews,
and medical literature. I also spent time researching specific laws or problems and compiling my
findings in memoranda for the firm. When it was feasible, the attorneys allowed me to sit in on
depositions as well as client and expert witness interviews.
Although I worked at a litigating law firm before attending law school, this experience has
substantially broadened my knowledge of the practice of law, especially with regard to the defense
side of legal practice. After a year of law school, I was able to apply the concepts I learned, provide
input on current cases, and watch those cases progress. With no medical background, the most
challenging part of my job was grasping all the medical terminology. Nevertheless, I now enjoy
learning about medical procedures and potential problems that arise in the medical profession.
I am very thankful and blessed to have the opportunity to work for some truly great and dedicated
people. From day one, everyone at the firm welcomed me in, and they have since treated me like
part of their firm family. I am excited to continue working there throughout this school year.

ABA MEMBERSHIP OVERVIEW
3 Things You Need to Know About ABA Membership

Whether you’re an enthusiastic 1L or a soon-to-be sleepless graduate preparing for the Bar Exam, the
American Bar Association is an excellent resource for law students. Start preparing now for a successful law
career by using your ABA membership for freebies, legal resources, student-only discounts, and networking
tools.
Here are three things you need to know about ABA student membership:
1) You’re already a member! WVU Law cares about your future and already signed you up for a basic
membership, so take advantage! HOWEVER, if you want to make a small investment to get more
benefits from our partnerships with Kaplan, Quimbee, and Themis, you can upgrade to a Premium
membership for $25 a year.
2) Save money on things you already use. Premium members save over $500 and get benefits such
as a free trial of the Quimbee Gold-level subscription plan, free Themis practice sets, and deals on
West Academic study guides and casebooks. These benefits provide a hub of the best resources
for Premium student members.
3) Find your niche. Choose from more than 30 ABA Practice Specialty Groups. Learn what it takes to
be a successful lawyer from experienced professionals and begin building your legal network.
Each group centers on a specific area of law or career stage, facilitating more in-depth examination
of issues, regulations, and trends. Join up to five specialty groups for free.
Should you be interested or have any questions about signing up for ABA Premium Student Membership,
please contact your ABA Representative, Tyler Gordon, at tdg0006@mix.wvu.edu.

ABA SCHOLARSHIPS & COMPETITIONS
This section will regularly feature scholarships and competitions, which are available to you through the
ABA. We highly encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities and to let us know if you receive
any awards. While links to necessary information are provided, they are non-interactive. Therefore, we ask
that you copy these links and paste them into your browser to access. Please check out these links prior to
sending questions about the individual scholarship or competition.

ABA Scholarships
“For the People” Scholarship
One-time $5,000 scholarship from Morgan & Morgan
800–1,000-word essay discussing a cause you’re passionate about and how you would further pursue
supporting that cause in your legal career
Submissions must be sent through this form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGAMnNpnMfU272dXa4MeAcN0v2aUqujeyGOWZUPp52y_
n69A/viewform
Deadline: December 1, 2018
More information can be found at https://www.forthepeople.com/scholarship/

Staver Accident Injury Lawyers, P.C. Personal Injury Scholarship
One-time $5,000 scholarship from Staver Accident Injury Lawyers
300–500-word essay exploring how personal injury lawyers play a role in leading safety initiatives by helping
those injured and how you can promote personal and community safety in your everyday life
Submissions must be sent through this form: https://www.chicagolawyer.com/college-scholarship-essayonline-application/
Deadline: December 1, 2018
More information can be found at: https://www.chicagolawyer.com/staver-law-group-personal-injuryscholarship/

ABA Competitions*
Arbitration Competition
Entry Deadline: September 24, 2018
https://abaforlawstudents.com/events/law-student-competitions/practical-skills-competitions/arbitrationcompetition/

Client Counseling Competition
Entry Deadline: November 1, 2018
https://abaforlawstudents.com/events/law-student-competitions/practical-skills-competitions/clientcounseling-competition/client-counseling-dates-locations/

Appellate Advocacy Competition
Entry Deadline: November 1, 2018
https://abaforlawstudents.com/events/law-student-competitions/practical-skills-competitions/naac-mootcourt/naac-dates-locations/

Negotiation Competition
Entry Deadline: September 24, 2018
https://abaforlawstudents.com/events/law-student-competitions/practical-skills-competitions/negotiationcompetition/negotiation-competition-dates-locations/

Writing Competitions
https://abaforlawstudents.com/events/law-student-competitions/writing-competitions/
We will post these opportunities as they get closer. Each newsletter will include a link to these opportunities,
so students may regularly check.

*For assistance with writing competitions, please reach out to
Melanie Stimeling at melanie.stimeling@mail.wvu.edu.
For all other competitions, please reach out to Amy Cyphert at
amy.cyphert@mail.wvu.edu.

BE FEATURED
Do you feel passionate about a current issue, ongoing debate, or area of research? Do you have
advice on how to handle stress? Have you been wanting to write, but have no access to an outlet? If
so, this is an opportunity for you!
Beginning today, we will accept written pieces to potentially feature in October’s edition of The WVU
Law Advocate. You will be emailed if your piece is selected.This is an exciting opportunity to share
your writing on any topic you choose. Some ideas we are looking for include, but are not limited to:
Looking forward to life after the bar; Feeling overwhelmed!; Substance abuse in the profession; Life
around Morgantown; and other similar topics. To be potentially featured as an author in The
WVU Law Advocate, simply draft your piece (minimum of 250 words, maximum of 400 words, onepage limit, single-spaced), give it a title, save it as a Microsoft Word document, submit it to
thewvuadvocate@gmail.com with your name and a recent picture, and read next month’s edition to
see if your piece was featured! We look forward to reading your submissions.

The WVU Law Advocate reserves the right to display your written submission to any and all readers of The WVU Law Advocate.
You are not guaranteed to be featured by submitting your piece. Follow the rules, or we will disregard your piece. You may
submit the same piece for later editions of The WVU Law Advocate. Should you wish to withdraw your submission, you must
do so at least one week (seven days) before the date of release.

MEET THE STAFF
Tyler Gordon, Editor-in-Chief
My name is Tyler Gordon, and I am a 2L here at WVU
College of Law. I am a West Virginia native and spend my
time serving as WVU’s ABA Representative, working as a
Core Grammar Teaching Assistant, and watching any and
all sports. Stop me and let's talk!

Emily Walter, Managing Editor
I am a 2L at the Law school. I am from Maryland and
currently work as the Communications Director for SBA! I
spend most of my free time with my cat, Ophelia, and
studying.

Quentin Collie, Copy Editor
I am a 2L here at the WVU College of Law. I am from
Parkersburg, WV, and before embarking on my journey in
the legal world, I attended the University of Notre Dame
and Wake Forest University and worked for a couple of
years as a middle school teacher.

