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tion early in its service, though it spent much of the
war lacking in arms and equipment. The regiment was
captured at New Creek by Confederate General Rosser.

Powell, William Henry, Colonel. Civil War Tele-
gram, 1863, 1 item, Acquired in 2011. A&M 3779.

Telegram by Colonel William Henry Powell, 2nd West
Virginia Cavalry, from Camp Piatt, to Captain Eli

W. Botsford, 16th Ohio Infantry, dated 6 July 1863.
The telegram regards the report of a scouting party
concerning Confederate troop positions and recent
engagements. The scouts report finding 300 Confeder-
ate cavalry and capturing a small number of men and
horses. The party was also ambushed and one man
was killed and another wounded. Camp Piatt occupied
a location of strategic importance on the James River,
Kanawha River, and Kanawha Turnpike, and is nearby
to present-day Belle, West Virginia.

Ramage, Chesney MacCauley, Surgeon. Photographs
and Biography, 1900-1907, 2007, 1/4 in., Gift in
2011, A&M 3790.

Three photographs and biographical material regard-
ing Chesney MacCauley Ramage, a native of West Mil-
ford, West Virginia. After graduating from Fairmont
High School (in 1900) and West Virginia University
(WVU), he attended John Hopkins University Medi-
cal School in Baltimore. He then returned to Fairmont
and established a surgical practice, becoming the su-
perintendent and chief surgeon at the Miners' Hospital
(Fairmont Emergency Hospital). Photographs include
graduating glass of Fairmont High School (1900),
Chesney building a hunting lodge (ca. 1904), the WVU
Men's Glee Club (ca. 1906 or 1907), and hunting lodge
(ca. 1904).

Rathbone, John Castelli, Colonel. Civil War Letter
and Parole Pledge, 1862, 1 item, Acquired in 2011.
A&M 3781.

Single leaf with two documents on front and back
(recto and verso) respectively. On one side is an appar-
ently unsent letter authored by Colonel John Castelli
Rathbone, 11th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, from
Spencer (West) Virginia to the commanding officer at
Ravenswood, (West) Virginia, dated 2 September 1862.
Rathbone urgently requests reinforcements against an
expected attack by Confederate cavalry. The verso is

a "true copy"” of the parole pledge signed by Rathbone
and other members of his unit after their surrender

to Confederate General Albert G. Jenkins, dated 2
September 1862. Rathbone's unit was captured during
Jenkins' Raid of western Virginia.

Rhodenbaugh, Suzanne, Compiler. Records Regard-
ing United Mine Workers of America Health and
Retirement Funds, 1949-2003, 10 in., Gift in 2011.
A&M 3801.

Collection of files compiled by Suzanne Jaworski Rho-
denbaugh regarding the Health and Retirement Funds
of the United Mine Workers of America (UMWA
Funds) and other managed health care programs.
Rhodenbaugh worked for UMWA Funds. Includes
reports, correspondence, clippings, strike records,
histories, studies, and related material regarding health
clinics in the coalfields. Includes two historical narra-
tives by George S. Goldstein, including: 1."A History
of Medical Care Delivery in the Coal Industry Since
1946"; and 2. "The Rise and Decline of the UMWA
Health and Retirement Funds Program, 1946-1995."

Robson, James K., Soldier. Civil War Diary, 1862, 1/2
in., Acquired in 2011. A&M 3775.

Civil War diary of ca. 160 pages kept by Private James
K. Robson of the New York 8th Cavalry, Company

E, for the year 1862. Though diary entries are short,
they are pithy and informative for every day of the
year, documenting highlights from the perspective

of an army private. The diary begins with a descrip-
tion of guard duties and camp life in the vicinity of
Washington, D.C. (January to March), and activities
during the Valley Campaign guarding the railroad
and Harpers Ferry from General T.J. Jackson's army
(March to June). Robson's unit was then withdrawn
to Relay House near Baltimore to be mounted, fully
equipped, and drilled as a cavalry unit (June to Au-
gust), and subsequently deployed to the defense of
Harpers Ferry in response to the invasion of Maryland
by Confederate forces during the Antietam Campaign
(September). Sick in the hospital, Robson was among
the 12,000 Union soldiers who surrendered at Harpers
Ferry, and then paroled with nine others of his unit to
Camp Douglas near Chicago, Illinois (September to
November). After his exchange he ended the year at
Fort Albany within the Washington, D.C. fortification
system.
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