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Mrs. Jessie Hatfield (left), formerly Mrs. Testerman,
was twice widowed due to the Matewan affair. She
poses here with Mrs. Ed Chambers whose husband
was gunned down along with Sid Hatfield on the
McDowell County Courthouse steps on August 1,
1921.

Q ...How close to the door would be your best
estimate that Sid Hatfield was standing?

A ...He was just inside the door, as well as I
remember.

Q Who fired the first shot that you saw or heard on
that occasion?

A I saw or heard?

CAPTAIN AVIS: Yes, sir.

A Sid Hatfield was the only man I saw fire a shot. I

don’t remember hearing any shot but this one — [
mean before this one.

Q Just tell the jury how you saw him fire with
reference to that door?

A He fired out the door.

Q Tell the jury what he fired with?

A With a revolver.

Q What kind of revolver?

A I don’t know what it was. It looked about a 44. 1
don’t know what it was.

Q Was it a bright barrel or shiny barrel, nickel
plated or steel?

A As well as | remember it was a bright one. [ don’t
know exactly what it was, it has been so long.

Q ...Mr. Stafford, how long have you known Sid
Hatfield?

A ...I have knew him nearly all my life.

Q I wish you would state to the jury whether or not

at the time you belonged to the local union of the
United Mineworkers of America?

THE WITNESS: Whether I belonged?

CAPT. AVIS:  Yes.

THE WITNESS: At that time?

CAPT. AVIS: At the time of this shooting?
A I don’t remember if I did at that time.
Q Do you belong now?

I do.

Do you know whether or not Sid Hatfield belongs
to the Union?

I do not....

...When this shot was fired with this revolver you
say it was pointed out the door? :
Yes, sir, out the door.

In what direction with reference to Albert
Felts...or the man pointed out or was

told to you was Albert C. Felts?

It looked to me it was right on him. I don’t
remember.

Q What part of his head or his body?

A Looked like it was up high—it was his head.
CAPT. AVIS: You may examine him gentlemen.
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CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. CONIFF [Counsel for

the Defense]:

Q ...You say that Sid Hatfield fired the first shot

that you heard.

It is the first shot I remember of hearing—have

any recollection of.

That you have any recollection of?

Yes, sir.

Well, will you say that a shot had not been fired

before Sid Hatfield fired?

I will not.

You don’t remember, do you?

I don’t remember, no, sir, I wasn’t—

Will you tell—

APTAIN AVIS: Wait a minute, what did you say?

I said if I heard a shot before that, I didn’t have

any recollection of it.

MR. CONIFF: But you won’t say now that there had
not been a shot before that will you?

A No, sir, I will not.

Q And Mr. Stafford, the shot that you say Sid

Hatfield fired, do you know whether it

hit Cunningham, Felts or anybody else on

the outside?

I don’t know whether it hit anybody or

not....

...How soon did you hear the second shot

that you heard?

Second shot I heard?

Yes.

It was almost together. They were so close,

you couldn’t hardly tell anything

about it.

Where did the second shot come from?

It must have come from outside: I don’t

know where it come from.

Well did it?

I said it must have; I don’t know.
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Mr. Fredette brings to this appointment a
wide variety of public services experience in
academic libraries. In his most recent position as
Head of Public Services at the WVU College of Law
Library, he was responsible for and participated in
reference and instructional activities for law faculty
and students, attorneys and members of the general
public. Prior to that, he served as the Head of
Government Documents and Microforms for the
WVU Libraries. His duties included overseeing
compliance with federal depository requirements for
selective depository libraries located throughout the
~ state of West Virginia. He worked as a reference
librarian and documents specialist at the University
of California- Irvine Libraries and the Indiana
University School of Law Library in Bloomington
before coming to WVU in 1995,

Mr. Fredette has published a number of
articles in his various fields during the course of his
career. His most recent publication was a book
chapter titled “West Virginia- One of a Kind” in
Prestatehood Legal Materials: A Fifty State Guide,
published by Haworth Press in 2006.

Choices for Making Things Work Better!

West Virginia’s rich history encompasses many eras
and cultures, memorable events, famous people, and
wonderful places. The West Virginia and Regional
History Collection’s mission of acquiring and
holding resources to preserve that proud history and
serve as a research base is an important one.

Private support for this educational mission is
important now and in the future. There are
numerous ways for each of us to make that work.

Current gifts certainly are helpful. You may donate
cash, stocks or mutual funds for the Collection’s
most pressing needs, including acquisitions,
conservation and staffing.

Also, including a gift provision in your will or
revocable trust to support this special mission is a
smart choice. Giving your attorney the wording of
“to the West Virginia University Foundation, Inc. for
the benefit of the WVU Libraries’ West Virginia and
Regional History Collection™ is the first step. Your
gift can be used for general purposes or to enhance
any aspect of the Collection if you specify that.

Making the choice to support the West Virginia and
Regional History Collection means that many others
who care about West Virginia will benefit too.

Selected Recent Accessions

Bom, Sallye S. West Virginia University Reserve Officers’
Training Corps Cap, Cape, and Football Material, 1944-
1948, 2 ft. 6 in., Transfer in 2007. A&M 5127.

Memorabilia acquired by West Virginia University student
Sallye Bom (formerly Sallye Stewart) during the 1940s.
Includes Bom’s WVU Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
woman’s cap and cape dating from 1948 in navy blue and
gold. Also includes photograph, WVU football handbook,
schedule and game programs for 1944 (6 issues and 1
duplicate), 1945 (7 issues), 1946 (1 issue), 1947 (3 issues
and 1 duplicate), and 1948 (1 issue). There are also 2 issues
of “Illustrated Football Annual” (1945, 1947) and 1 issue of
“Street and Smith’s 1945 Football Pictorial Year Book.”

Browne, Martin. Copy Books of a Putnam County
Resident, 1805-1833, 1/2 in., Acquired in 2007. A&M
3598.

Two copy books and two loose leaves by Martin Brown, a
land owner who lived near Red House Shoals on the north
bank of the Kanawha River in Union District, Putnam County,
Virginia (now West Virginia). Brown was a native of Leeds,
York County, England, and immigrated to America around
1785 to 1787. He operated a tavern near Winchester, Virginia
until about 1808, when he moved to Red House Shoals. The
copy books date from 1810 to 1833 when he was living in
western Virginia and include primarily correspondence; the
main correspondents are family members and his friend
Thomas Stribling of Winchester, Virginia; topics include
business transactions involving land, money, and slaves, as
well as personal matters involving his family.

Carney, J.P. Civil War Era Diary, 1864, 3/4 in., Acquired
in 2007. A&M 3597.

Diary of John P. Carney of Moundsville and Benwood, West
Virginia, from January to October 1864, chiefly documenting
Carney’s daily activities, the weather, and movement on the
Ohio River and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B&O).
Carney initially writes from Moundsville, where he appears
to be a student, and then from Benwood, where he begins
work at the B&O Railroad depot in May 1864. Almost daily
entries record the weather and its effects on the Ohio River,
including the amount of ice in the river and how it rises and
falls. Comments about the Civil War are scattered throughout
the diary and are mostly reports of what Carney reads in the
newspaper.
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