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Digital Virginias 
Update

● Digital Virginias- what is it 
and how can I participate?

● Recollection Wisconsin: 
Digital Readiness Toolkit

● Archival Resources of the 
Virginias (ArVAs)

● Using ArVAs and DPLA for 
reference services and 
teaching



What is Digital Virginias?

● Digital Virginias is the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) service hub for the 
states of West Virginia and Virginia.

● First records from Digital Virginias were added in 2019.  
● We currently have 90,729 records in DPLA.





Founding Contributors



Contributing Institutions



DPLA: https://dp.la

https://dp.la








What’s been going on with Digital Virginias this year?

● Updated website: https://digitalvirginias.org 
● Continuing to hold open meetings– next one on Nov. 1 at 1pm. Invitation will 

go out next week to WVLA listserv.
● Some transformation scripts (Omeka and Spreadsheet to XML) are available 

on Github: https://github.com/dplava/transformation-scripts 

https://digitalvirginias.org
https://github.com/dplava/transformation-scripts


How can I participate?



Requirements for Participation

● Digital collections need to be available online with a stable URL
● They need to be available for use without authentication, firewall, paywall, or other 

restriction.
● Support the educational, recreational, and information needs of the people of Virginia 

and West Virginia.
● Have a rights statement.
● Conform to Digital Virginias collection guidelines and metadata standards

(If this sounds like gibberish, you can work with a current contributor to walk you through the process.)

https://rightsstatements.org/
https://digvirginias.wpengine.com/about/collection-guidelines/
https://digvirginias.wpengine.com/metadata/


Find Out More

● Visit the Digital Virginias website: 
https://digitalvirginias.org

● Join our Digital Virginias Google 
Group Community: 
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!contactowner/divascommunity

● Attend an open meeting.  The next one is November 1 at 1pm. Notifications 
will go to the Google group, as well as the WVLA listserv.

● Contact me: Jessica McMillen @ jessica.mcmillen@mail.wvu.edu 

https://digitalvirginias.org
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!contactowner/divascommunity
mailto:jessica.mcmillen@mail.wvu.edu


Digital Readiness Toolkit from Recollection Wisconsin

● 54 page toolkit designed for public history organizations.
● Three levels for seven areas of focus:

○ Plan and prioritize
○ Obtain permissions
○ Digitize
○ Describe
○ Share
○ Store and Maintain
○ Evaluate

● This toolkit can help with planning for digital projects and would be really useful for libraries 
or other cultural heritage organizations 
thinking about applying for grants– answering the
questions in this toolkit will help funders see your vision
and the sustainability of your project.

● Start with small steps and move up levels as you have the resources.



Archival Resources of the Virginias (ArVAs)
● Started in 1997, formerly Virginia Heritage, renamed this year to encompass 

both WV and VA.



ArVAs/DiVAs Survey: Common Issues

● Many of you may have answered a joint survey from ArVAs and DiVAs– thank 
you! We are currently looking at the results and trying to think about how both 
organizations can support public libraries, colleges, and cultural heritage 
organizations in archival and digital project work.

● Common Issues
○ Staff Time
○ Unprocessed Collections
○ Staff Expertise
○ Funding



Resources @ https://arvasarchive.org



Contacts

● WV ArVAs board members: Lori Hostuttler & Elizabeth James
● More information:

○ Join the VIVASC-L listserv: https://vivalib.org/c.php?g=836990&p=5978032#VIVASC-L
○ Twitter: @ARVASarchive
○ Facebook: @arvasarchive

https://vivalib.org/c.php?g=836990&p=5978032#VIVASC-L


What if I can’t contribute?

● DPLA and ArVAs are both excellent resources for historical research, 
genealogy research, and teachers.

● ArVAs allows people to find where the materials they need for their research 
are located. This could be useful for writers in your communities or 
genealogists.



Primary Source Sets

● These are great for teachers– K-12 or college. 
● DPLA is looking for people interested in Open Education to curate their own 

sets. Let me know if you are interested in this.



Primary Source Sets



Primary Source Sets



Primary Source Sets



Questions?

Jessica McMillen: jessica.mcmillen@mail.wvu.edu 

mailto:jessica.mcmillen@mail.wvu.edu
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