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Table 10. NEMS Composite Mean Scores for Healthy Nutrition Environments in Stores 
 a b c *Significance 

 Grocery Stores 
(n=29) 

Convenience Stores 
(n=38) 

Other Stores 
(n=12) 

Availability 17.9 + 9.4 8.2 + 3.0 7.3 + 5.4 ab, ac 

Price 2.3 + 2.2 3.5 + 1.7 2.5 + 1.4 ab 

Quality 4.5 + 2.3 0.6 + 1.6 0.5 + 1.7 ab, ac 

Total† 24.7 + 11.9 12.3 + 4.7 10.3 + 8.1 ab, ac 

†Maximum possible score is 54 
*Significant differences among groups where p<0.05 
One-way ANOVA Scheffe’s test. Response variable=scores (avail, price, quality, total). Factor 
variable=store type. 
 

 

Table 11. NEMS Composite Mean Scores for Stores by Census Tract Poverty Level 
 a b c d *Significance 

 Q1 (n=18) Q2 (n=21) Q3 (n=17) Q4 (n=23) 

Availability 20.2 + 12.5 14.8 + 10.6 16.1 + 9.3 15.7 + 9.5  

Price 3.2 + 2.0 2.7 + 1.7 2.9 + 2.1 2.9 + 2.0  

Quality 3.0 + 2.9 1.7 + 2.8 1.9 + 2.7 1.7 + 2.4  

Total† 20.2 + 12.5 14.8 + 10.6 16.1 + 9.3 15.7 + 9.5  

†Maximum possible score is 54 points 
One-way ANOVA Scheffe’s test. Response variable=scores (avail, price, quality, total). Factor 
variable=poverty quartile. 



43 
 

Appendix A: Letter to Store Managers 

 
  Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design 

 
 

 
 Dear Manager:  
 
There is increasing interest in improving the community health through the promotion of healthy 
eating.  Our group at West Virginia University is collecting data to measure the food sources that 
people in neighborhoods have available to them, especially restaurants and grocery/convenience 
stores.  We are visiting restaurants in the area to look at certain things such as menus and 
restaurant signs, and stores to look at available foods and pricing.   
 
We are not visiting your store or restaurant for inspection purposes, nor are they connected with 
your competitors.  We follow strict rules to protect any information collected.  We will assign an 
identification (ID) number to your restaurant or store, and only the research staff will see your 
individual store or restaurant information.   
 
Your participation is voluntary, and you may inform us at any time if you do not wish to participate.  
If you have questions or concerns, please contact me at 304-293-1938.  Thank you for allowing us to 
spend a few minutes in your restaurant or store to record this information.   
 

Sincerely, 

 
Susan Partington, PhD, RD  
Associate Professor  
Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Design  
Animal and Nutritional Sciences  
Susan.Partington@mail.wvu.edu 

 

 
 
 
   Human Nutrition and Foods  

Division of Animal & Nutritional Sciences 

Phone: 304-293-2631  P .O.  Box 6108  

Fax: 304-293-2232   Morgantown, WV 26506 

        Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution
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Appendix D: NEMS Certificate of Training Completion 
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Appendix E: Parent Survey
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